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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 1 objected to because of the following informalities: 
"positioning (104)" should be "positioning". Appropriate correction is required, 
"co-located (106)" should be "co-located". Appropriate correction is required, 
"determining (108)" should be "determining". Appropriate correction is required, 
"translating (1 10)" should be "translating". Appropriate correction is required, 
"repositioning (1 12)" should be "repositioning". Appropriate correction is required, 
"ceasing (1 14)" should be "ceasing". Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

2. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or 
composition of matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent 
therefor, subject to the conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 11-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed 

to non-statutory subject matter, specifically a computer software product. Computer 

programs are not physical "things," nor are they statutory processes, as they are not "acts" 

being performed. Such claimed computer programs do not define any structural and 

functional interrelationships between the computer program and other claimed aspects of 

the invention, which permit the computer program's functionality to be realized. In 

contrast, a claimed computer - readable medium encoded with a computer program 

defines structural and functional interrelationships between the computer program and the 

medium which permit the computer program's functionality to be realized, and is thus 

statutory. See MPEP §2106 Section IV.B. 1(a). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ording (US Pub No.: 2002/0089505) in view of Henderson et al. (US Patent No.: 
5,935,192) and in further in view of Van Der Haar et al. (US Patent No.: 6,157,367) and 
M. N. et al. (US Patent No.: 7,165,225). 

/ 

As to claim 1, Ording discloses a method of translating an object within a GUI 
display (example, method of moving objects within graphical user interface see, abstract) 
the display comprising a first object and a second object, (example, computer display to 
show each window see, paragraph [001 1]) the method comprising the steps of: 

a) positioning (104) the first object relative to the second object (example, 
information relating to first and second on-screen positions of a window see, paragraph 
[001 1]), such that a first pre-defined coordinate position associated with the first object is 
substantially co-located (106) (example, FIG. 2A, location information, defining a first 
window position 210 see paragraph [0027]) with a second pre-defined coordinate 
position associated with the second object (example, location information defining a 
second window position 220, see paragraph [0027] and [0028]). 
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b) determining (108) a path for translation (example, determine the instantaneous 
position of the object during movement, path of movement, see paragraph [0055] and 
[0057]). 

c) translating (110) the first object and the second object according to the 
determined path such that the first object remains substantially co-located with the second 
object during the translation (example, Figure 2A and 2C, see paragraph [0046]). 

d) repositioning (112) the first object relative to the second object (example, 
repositioning, see [0010]) and 

e) ceasing (114) the translation (example, the object appears to first accelerate and 
then decelerate over the total range of its motion see paragraph [0056]. 

However Ording does not specifically disclose pre-defined coordinate position. 

Henderson from the same field of endeavor discloses pre-defined coordinate 
position, (examples, position coordinates, see col., 2 line, 57 and predefined coordinates, 
see col., 3 line, 43). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have modified 
Ording positioning (104) at the time of the invention was made with incorporating 
Henderson predefined coordinates. The motivation to combine to provide a method, the 
step of assigning a data object to each defined section. Each data object includes a set of 
predefined coordinates. The set of predefined coordinates represents a corresponding 
defined section. 

As to claim 2. Ording does not disclose wherein a plurality of pre-defined 
coordinate positions is associated with the second object, which coordinate positions 
comprise a boundary of the second object. 
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Henderson from the same field of endeavor discloses wherein a plurality of pre- 
defined coordinate positions is associated with the second object, which coordinate 
positions comprise a boundary of the second object (example, plurality of data objects, 
each data object represents a defined section of the work site and is represented by a set 
of predefined coordinates, see abstract). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have modified 
Ording positioning (104) at the time of the invention was made with incorporating 
Henderson a set of predefined coordinates. The motivation to combine to provide a 
method, the step of assigning a data object to each defined section. Each data object 
includes a set of predefined coordinates. The set of predefined coordinates represents a 
corresponding defined section. 

As to claim 3. Ording does not disclose wherein the boundary encompasses a 
context sensitive area of the second object. 

Van Der Haar from the same field of endeavor discloses wherein the boundary 
encompasses a context sensitive area of the second object (see Figure 4). 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have modified Ording 
positioning (104) at the time of the invention was made with incorporating Van Der Haar 
field bounded by circle. The motivation to combine to provide for generating a user 
interface providing enhanced functionality to the user through improvements to the form 
and function of an icon manipulating cursor generated as part of the interface such as to 
reduce the workload to the user over a period of icon handling operations. 
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As to claim 4 . Ording discloses wherein the second object is one of a plurality of 
objects, which objects are associated such that they are translated as a single object (see 
Paragraph [0004]). 

As to claim 5. Ording does not disclose wherein the first object comprises data, 
which data is at least partly used to determine the path for translation. 

Henderson from the same field of endeavor discloses wherein the first object 
comprises data, which data is at least partly used to determine the path for translation 
(see, col., 3 lines, 40-44). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have modified 
Ording positioning (104) at the time of the invention was made with incorporating 
Henderson data. The motivation to combine to provide a method, the step of assigning a 
data object to each defined section. Each data object includes a set of predefined 
coordinates. The set of predefined coordinates represents a corresponding defined 
section. 

As to claim 6 , Ording does not disclose wherein the first object comprises an 
orientatable graphical symbol, the orientation of which is at least partly used to determine 
the path for translation. 

Van Der Haar from the same field of endeavor discloses wherein the first object 
comprises an orientatable graphical symbol, the orientation of which is at least partly 
used to determine the path for translation (See, col., 5 lines, 15-25 and Figure 2). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have modified 
Ording positioning (104) at the time of the invention was made with incorporating Van 
Der Haar graphical symbol. The motivation to combine to provide to provide for 
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generating a user interface providing enhanced functionality to the user through 
improvements to the form and function of an icon manipulating cursor generated as part 
of the interface such as to reduce the workload to the user over a period of icon handling 
operations. As to claim 7 Ording does not does not disclose wherein a pre-defined rule is 
at least partly used to determine the path for translation. 

As to claim 7 , Ording does not disclose wherein a pre-defined rule is at least 
partly used to determine the path for translation. 

Henderson from the same field of endeavor discloses defined section of the work 
site, (see col., 3 line, 43). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have modified 
Ording positioning (104) at the time of the invention was made with incorporating 
Henderson defined section of the work site. 

The motivation to combine to provide a method, the step of assigning a data 
object to each defined section. Each data object includes a set of predefined coordinates. 
The set of predefined coordinates represents a corresponding defined section. 

As to claim 8 , Ording discloses wherein the path for translation is determined to 
be a line comprising a reference coordinate of the second object and the second pre- 
defined coordinate position associated with the second object (see Figure 2, paragraph 
[0055] and [0057]). 

Ording does not specifically does not disclose pre-defined coordinate position. 

Henderson from the same field of endeavor discloses pre-defined coordinate 
position, (example, reference point are determined, position coordinates, see col, 2 lines, 
50-57 and predefined coordinates, see col., 3 line, 43). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have modified 
Ording positioning (104) at the time of the invention was made with incorporating 
Henderson predefined coordinates. The motivation to combine to provide a method, the 
step of assigning a data object to each defined section. Each data object includes a set of 
predefined coordinates. The set of predefined coordinates represents a corresponding 
defined section. 

As to claim 9 , Ording disclose wherein the path for translation includes a 
reference coordinate of the second object (example, determine the instantaneous position 
of the object during movement, path of movement, see paragraph [0055] and [0057]). 

However Ording does not specifically disclose reference coordinate. 

Henderson from the same field of endeavor discloses reference coordinate, 
(example, reference point are determined, position coordinates, see col., 2 lines, 50-57 
and predefined coordinates, see col., 3 line, 43). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have modified 
Ording positioning (104) at the time of the invention was made with incorporating 
Henderson predefined coordinates. The motivation to combine to provide a method, the 
step of assigning a data object to each defined section. Each data object includes a set of 
predefined coordinates. The set of predefined coordinates represents a corresponding 
defined section. 

As to claim 10 . Ording does not disclose wherein the reference coordinate of the 
second object is the origin of the second object as defined in accordance with the 
Windows.RTM. GUI. 
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M. N. Kishore from the same field of endeavor discloses Windows.RTM. (see, 
col., 4 line, 38). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have modified 
Ording positioning (104) at the time of the invention was made with incorporating 
Henderson predefined coordinates. 

The motivation to combine to provide new hit testing and/or other procedures that 
operate in a more efficient manner and/or lessen the demand placed on an operating 
system and/or a framework. 

As to claim 11 . Ording discloses a record carrier comprising software operable to 
carry out the method of any of the claims 1 to 10 (see, paragraph [0002] and [0054]). 

As to claim 12 , Ording discloses a software utility configured for carrying out the 
method steps as claimed in any of the claims 1 to 10 (see abstract). 

As to claim 13 , Ording discloses a computer apparatus including a data processor, 
said data processor being directed in its operations by a software utility as claimed in 
claim 12 (see, paragraph [0002] and [0024]). 

As to claim 14 . Ording discloses an apparatus arranged to generate a GUI display 
and supporting user-directed movement of objects in the GUI display (example, method 
of moving objects within graphical user interface see, abstract), the apparatus comprising: 

a) a user-operated pointing device operable to output position data (see paragraph 
[0044]); 

b) an input port operable to receive position data from the user-operated pointing 
device (see, paragraph [0024]); 

c) a display (see paragraph [0024]); and 



Application/Control Number: 10/528,676 Page 
Art Unit: 2174 

d) a data processing unit comprising a CPU and storage for program and data (see 
paragraph [0024]); 

the input port, display and data processing unit being interconnected by a data bus 
(see paragraph [0024]); 

the data processing unit being operable: 

I. to render a GUI on the display (see abstract); 

II. to render a cursor icon within the GUI display; which cursor icon comprises a 
navigation object and a pointing object (see paragraph [0002] and; 

III. to read and decode the position data (see paragraph [0024]; 

IV. to position the pointing object of the cursor icon in dependence on the 
position data (see paragraph [001 1]); and 

V. to translate the cursor icon along a path within the GUI display in dependence 
on the positioning of the pointing object relative to the navigation object (see Figure 2). 

As to claim 15 , Ording discloses a location object, operable to indicate the present 
coordinate position of the cursor icon in relation to the GUI display (see Paragraph 
[0027]). 

However Ording does not specifically disclose coordinate position. 
Henderson from the same field of endeavor discloses pre-defined coordinate position, 
(examples, position coordinates, see, col., 2 line, 57). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have modified 
Ording positioning (104) at the time of the invention was made with incorporating 
Henderson coordinate position. 
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The motivation to combine to provide a method, the step of assigning a data 
object to each defined section. Each data object includes a set of predefined coordinates. 
The set of predefined coordinates represents a corresponding defined section. 

As to claim 16. Ording disclose at least one selection object, which object is 
operable to emulate a pre-defined function recognizable by a context sensitive area of a 
GUI application (See Figure 2) 

However Ording does not disclose wherein, when the cursor icon is positioned 
over the context sensitive area as indicated by the location object, the pointing object is 
operable to be positioned over the selection object to invoke the pre-defined function. 

Van Der Haar from the same field of endeavor discloses wherein, when the cursor 
icon is positioned over the context sensitive area as indicated by the location object, the 
pointing object is operable to be positioned over the selection object to invoke the pre- 
defined function (see col., 1 lines, 26-48 and Figure 4). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have modified 
Ording positioning (104) at the time of the invention was made with incorporating Van 
Der Haar various system functions. 

The motivation to combine to provide for generating a user interface providing 
enhanced functionality to the user through improvements to the form and function of an 
icon manipulating cursor generated as part of the interface such as to reduce the workload 
to the user over a period of icon handling operations. 

As to claim 17 . Ording discloses a method of translating an object within a GUI 
display substantially as hereinbefore described and with reference to the accompanying 
drawings (see, abstract, paragraph [0002] and [0013]). 
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As to claim 18 . Ording discloses an apparatus arranged to generate a GUI display 
and supporting user-directed movement of objects in the GUI display substantially as 
hereinbefore described and with reference to the accompanying drawings (see, paragraph 
[0002] and [0013]). 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Bingham (US Patent No.: 5,657,463) is cited to teach Method and apparatus for 
positioning a new window on a display screen based on an arrangement of previously 
created windows. 

Bates et al. (US Patent No.: 5,777,616) is cited to teach Data processing system 
and method for invoking a function of a multifunction icon in a graphical user interface. 

Michelman et al. (US Patent No.: (6,907,580) is cited to teach Selection paradigm 
for displayed user interface. 

Fitzpatrick et al. (US Patent No.: 6,877,138) is cited to teach Transferring 
properties between computer objects. 

Conrad et al. (US Patent No.: 6,928,621) is cited to teach System with graphical user 
interface including automatic enclosures. 

Bailey (US Patent No.: 6,961,907) is cited to teach "Append" extension to cut and 
copy commands for a clipboard function in a computer system. 

Impas et al.: (US Patent No.: 6,971,071) is cited to teach System and method for 
implementing an image ancillary to a cursor. 
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Elber et al. (US Patent No.: 7,043,695) is cited to teach Object positioning and 
display in virtual environments. 

Kodosky et al. (US Patent No.: 7,134,090) is cited to teach Graphical association 
of program icons. 

Baudisch et al. (US PUB No.: 2005/0240877) is cited to teach System and method 
for aligning objects using non-linear pointer movement. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Meseker Takele whose telephone number is (571) 270- 
1653. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 7:30AM- 5:00PM est. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kristine Kincaid can be reached on (571) 272-4063. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Application/Control Number: 10/528,676 
Art Unit: 2174 



